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At its most basic we can consider the 
reason why a coin hoard should end up 
in a Jersey field.

GoldMoney supports the long-term care of 
the Jersey Le Catillon II hoard discovered in 
2012 with about 70,000 coins and items of 
jewellery within it. While we can only guess 
at the exact circumstances, the hoard was 

clearly being moved and hidden to protect it from a marauding 
foe. Nowadays the marauding foe is more likely to be a 
fraudster or cybercriminal than an invading Roman army, but 
the principles are still the same. 

Three thousand years on, we like to place our wealth 
somewhere a little more secure than a hole in the ground – not 
least because it can be easily lost should something happen to 
the person who buried it. We choose to put our money into 
banks, although events during the recession in countries like 
Cyprus, where some customers lost money, and the collapse 
and huge bailouts that occurred in the US and UK as banks 
struggled to meet their debts, knocked confidence in the 
banking system.

It also depends on what your wealth consists of. If 50 years 
ago you buried cash in your back garden, inflation will mean 
that its buying power is now only a fraction of what it had 
been. However, if you had buried gold, then your wealth 
would have been safely preserved. An ounce of gold will 
still buy around the same amount of bread today as it did 
hundreds, if not thousands of years ago. Gold retains its value, 
protecting wealth, where inflation affected currencies cannot. 

Now we are not suggesting you all start digging holes in 
the back garden, buying gold and turfing on top. The kind 
of gold we are talking about needs to be investment grade. 
For example, gold bullion has been approved as part of 
retirement annuity trust schemes (RATs) in Jersey, but it must 
be investment grade gold purchased through a regulated gold 
bullion company and then stored in independent, fully-insured 
allocated storage. 

At GoldMoney we take the storage of gold very seriously 
indeed. The insurance at our partner vaults is underwritten 
by Lloyds of London and we conduct ultrasonic inspections 
of all London Good Delivery gold bars to ensure they are of 
the highest quality. We partner with the top security vaults in 
the world – Brinks, Malca-Amit, Via Mat, G4S and Rhenus 
Logistics – and independent audits are regularly undertaken of 
all the holdings. 

It is not just how we store our wealth that is changing, the 
wealthy themselves are also altering. There is one area of 
the world which is set to eclipse all others with its wealth in 
the next year – Asia-Pacific. The Asia-Pacific Wealth report 
estimates that the combined wealth of HNWIs in the region is 
set to rise to $15.9tn by 2015.

The China Private Wealth Report 2013 reported that HNWIs, 
worth more than $1.6m. in investable assets, grew to more 
than 700,000 by the end of 2012, more than double the 
number at the end of 2008. Interestingly, this report also 
points out the changing spending and investment habits of 
China’s millionaires. This new strata now want to preserve 
their wealth and leave it to their families and so their 
investment habits have evolved. ‘Wealth preservation’ is now 
placed higher in their objectives than ‘wealth creation’, which 
used to be top of the list, according to the report.

At GoldMoney over the past 18 months we have seen a steady 
flow of gold and other precious metals out of western vaults 
and into those in the east. Not only can you diversify your 
portfolio by choosing a variety of investments, but you can 
diversify its location.

While gold and other precious metals are not the easiest things 
to transport, we can transfer between five different countries, 
Switzerland, the UK, Canada, Singapore and Hong Kong. 

Using gold to protect your wealth may not have changed over 
thousands of years, but nowadays you are better off keeping it 
somewhere a little safer than a hole in the ground.
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We don’t just deal in gold. 

We’re trusted to protect and preserve your wealth.
Buy and store precious metals today, no minimum 
purchase required. Trusted by over 22,000 private 
individuals and their wealth advisers worldwide. 

Call 633933 or visit www.goldmoney.com
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Safer than a hole 
in the ground 
People have always moved money to a 
jurisdiction where it will be most favourably 
stored and viewed, but Pete Wright, 
GoldMoney director and chief financial officer, 
says some things have changed


