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We don’t just sell precious metals. We add value.

Join our 22,000 customers worldwide and experience excellent 
personal service. Call 633933 or visit www.goldmoney.com

In the last fi nancial crash, a worst case 
scenario for someone whose pension or 
savings plan was about to mature was to 

have had all their investments in the stock 
market as the world’s economies unwound. 
This may have been a hard lesson for some 
however, it supported the belief that you 
should always diversify your portfolio. 

Our personal appetite for risk changes throughout our lifetime 
and it can be dependent on our specifi c circumstances and age. 
Experts advise us to be a little more adventurous when we are 
younger and invest for retirement to maximise returns in later 
years. As we get older and our money creation opportunities 
reduce, then we need to ensure our nest egg is safe.  With an 
ageing population in the west, there are more retirees than ever 
seeking stable, low risk and long-term investments at a time 
when bank interest rates are at an all time low.

A Financial Services Compensation Scheme survey in 2013 
found that people in the UK kept more than £5bn in cash in 
their homes, excluding what they had in their wallets and 
purses. The reasons the survey participants cited ranged from 
low interest rates for savers to a loss of faith in the banks and 
a fear that their cash might be lost should their bank collapse.  
The downside with cash is the effect of infl ation, and while 
you may not be getting much in the way of interest from your 
savings account, keeping cash at home will just see it slowly 
depreciate.

The oldest store of wealth is still one of the most popular 
today, and has a very low correlation to other fi nancial 
markets. Gold has been used as a safe haven for centuries. 
Gold is not an asset bought for a short term gain, but it is a 
good way to hedge against future fi nancial turmoil. 

For these and other reasons, gold is now an approved 
investment for retirement annuity trust schemes (Rats) in 
Jersey, and more recently it is an approved asset for UK self-
invested pensions. However, all of this is only relevant when 
talking about physical gold. Paper gold, such as those sold 
via exchange traded funds, come with counterparty risk, as 
customers of MF Global found out in 2011. 

There are those individuals who can and do buy gold and stash 
it at home, but this needs careful consideration of the security 
risks and a proper storage environment. Gold is a heavy 
material which needs to be kept pristine and handled with care 
to ensure it remains undamaged. It therefore needs to be stored 
somewhere it will not be tampered with.

One of the safest methods of storing your metal is within a 
vault. GoldMoney only partners with respected and reputable 
companies, such as Via Mat, Brink’s, Malca-Amit, G4S and 
Rhenus Logistics, and offers transparent, low storage fees that 
include comprehensive insurance cover.  The metal you own 
and store should also be allocated to you, as you remain the 
owner. It should be regularly audited to prevent fraud and to 
ensure that what you have purchased and placed in storage is 
physically there. GoldMoney is able to easily assist customers 
to manage and diversify their portfolios by transferring their 
metal from an existing provider to one or more of our vault 
facilities in fi ve countries around the world.

Gold is a global wealth protector, current trends show that the 
Chinese have overtaken India as the world’s largest consumers 
and, at GoldMoney, we have seen a consistent fl ow of our 
customers’ gold out of the west and into our eastern vault 
locations. Wherever you are in the world, as the economic 
storm clouds gather again, it is time to review your pension 
and investment portfolios and ensure they are suffi ciently 
diversifi ed. 

Avoiding the 
warning lights
As 2014 draws to a close, the global 
economic outlook is not as rosy as 
hoped. Investors need to think about the 
preservation of wealth and not just its 
growth, as Natasha Le Dain-Cyples of 
GoldMoney explains


